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98 Inductive Bible Studies: [Aug. 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE CHRIST, 

BASED ON LUKE. 
By William R. Harper and George S. Goodspeed, 

Yale University. 
(Copyrighted, 1890.) 

STUDIES XXXIII. AND XXXIV.— PARABLES OF GRACE. LUKE 

IS : 1-32- 

Remark. — It is desirable that in beginning each "study." the entire passage 
assigned be read over rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 



/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work ; (i) the 
verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way; (2) impor- 
tant or difficult words and phrases are studied; (3) a complete statement of 
the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work already 
done ; (4) the religious teaching is sought.] 



§ I. Chapter 15 : i, 2. 

1. Read the section and consider a subject : e. g. The new Hearers. 

Z. The following are important points for study : ( i ) were drawing -near (15: i ), what 
was the occasion, (a) the gracious intimations of 14 : 21-23, °'' (b) the stern 
admonitions* of 14 : 25-32 ? (2) murmured (15 : 2), (a) "kept up a chorus of 
complaints," (b) note previous instances, Lk. S : 30; (3) receiveth, (a) either as 
his constant practice, or (b) is engaging in a ministry to them at the present 
time, probability of this in view of the " condemnation " of Chs. 13, 14. 

3. The following is a brief statement of the thought: Many piblicans and sinners are 

attracted to him, and at his associating 7vith them, even to eating with them, Phar- 
isees and scribes keep complaining. 

4. Note a religious thought in the objection that he " receiveth sinners," that " the 

most desolate and broken soul cannot desire any better account of the Saviour's 
work." 



* It was precisely those who felt they had no means to build the tower, no forces to meet the 
opposing King ; and hence they sought resources from One who manifested power, and through 
Him desired conditions of peace. Riddle, p. 277. 
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§ 2. Chapter 15 : 3-7. 

1. The student may read the passage and state the subject 

2. Words and phrases of importance are: (i) man of you (15 : 4), addressing those 

who were familiar with such employments; (2) lost one, this is the state of pub- 
licans and sinners; (3) layeth it (15 : 5), a picture of (a) exhaustion of sheep, 
(b) sympathy of shepherd; (4) cometh home (15 : 6), thither he takes the lost 
sheep rather than to the fold; (5) rejoice with me, as Jesus expects the Phar- 
isees to do ; (6) I say unto you (15 : 7), emphatic ; (^)joy in heaven, even if not 
on earth ; (8) repenteth, as apparently was the disposition of those publicans 
and sinners who sought him; (9) righteous persons, (a) the outwardly religious 
portion of the people, (b) the Pharisees and scribes, (c) for the sake of the 
argument he takes them at their own valuation. 

3. A condensation of the thought is as follows : In a parable he said, A shepherd will 

leave ninety-nine of his sheep to hunt for one lost till he find it, and will bring it 
home on his shoulder gladly calling his neighbors to rejoice with him at finding it. 
So will there be joy above aver a repenting sinner more than over ninety and nine 
" righteous "people. 

4. The student may state the religious thought here. 

§ 3. Chapter 15 : 8-10. 

1. The subject may be stated as The Lost Coin. 

2. (i) Ten pieces (15 : 8), representing (a) each a day's wages, the whole being perhaps 

payment of a debt, or (b) the woman's favorite ornament; (2) light a lamp, the 
house having no window; (3) lost (15 : 9), (a) lost to the use to which she had 
designed it, (b) so the publicans and sinners are at present of no use to God. 

3. Criticise the following statement of the thought : A woman has lost one of her ten 

pieces. She searches carefully for it and, finding it, calls in her neighbors to re- 
joice with her. Thus they rejoice above ever one repentant sinner. 

4. Is not a very important teaching here the fact that God cannot use people who are 

sinning, and only as they repent and turn to him can he employ them in his 
kingdom t 

§ 4. Chapter 15 : 11-16. 

1. The subject of the whole passage (11-32) is The Lost Son, of this portion of it. The 

Son a prodigal. 

2. The student may examine the following words and phrases with all helps he has at 

command: (i) the portion (15 : 12), (2) wasted his substance (15 : 13), unflatter- 
ing description of publicans and sinners, (3) husks (15 : 16), (4) 710 man gave. 

3. The thought stated briefly is as follows : The younger of two sons once said to his 

father. Give me my share of the property. He took it, went far off, and squan- 
dered it. Having nothing left, and in the midst of famine, he went to herding 
swine and had to be satisfied with their food. 

4. The picture of the course and consequences of sinful living is too clear to need any 

comment. 

§ S. Chapter 15 : 17-24. 

1. The main subject being The lost son, this may be called The Son a penitent. 

2. Important words are here suggested for study: (l) came to himself (i^ : 17), he had 

been beside himself; (2) Father (15 : 18), Jesus came to assure the publicans 
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that God would receive this name at their lips ; (3) make merry (15 : 23), as the 
Pharisees ought to do ; (4) for, etc. (15 : 24), the reason for the commands of 
vs. 22, 23, it is a recovery of a son from the dead. 

3. The student may settle upon a statement of the thought of this passage. 

4. What can be more impressive than the representation of the fatherly love of God 

for his repentant sinning child I 

§ 6. Chapter 15 : 25-32. 

1. The student may determine upon a statement for the subject. 

2. (i) Elder son (15 : 25), representing the Pharisees and scribes, and all who thought 

as they did; (2) serve thee (15:29), characteristic of the pharisaic attitude 
toward God; (3) this thy son (15 : 30), (a) not "brother," (b) the pharisee fails 
to acknowledge the brotherly relation, (c) the right that the elder son had thus 
to speak; (4) is thine (15 : 31), the acknowledgment that Jesus makes of the 
honorable position of the Pharisees, cf. Mt. 23 : 2 ; (5) it was meet (15 : 32), (a) 
the father's defence, (b) the significance of the ending of the parable here, 
i. e. mercy, delay of judgment, persuasion to alter their attitude. 

3. A presentation of the contents is here suggested : The elder son came in from the field 

and learning from a servant that they were rejoicing over the return of his brother 
angrily refused to come in, and to his father'' s entreaty complained that in spite of 
his own exemplary service no rejoicing had been made over him as aver this re- 
turned profligate. The father replied. Son, this rejoicing was fitting, since your 
lost brother has come back as if from the dead. 

4. The religious thought lies along the line of the godlessness of religious selfishness 

which cannot sympathize with the love of God for outcast but repentant sinners. 



//. CLASSIFICATION OF THE MATERIAL 
1. Contents and Summary. 

i) The Contents. The following table of the contents of the passage is to be care- 
fully examined. 

PARABLES OF GRACE. 

§ I. The new Hearers. 
§ 2. The Lost Sheep. 
§ 3. The Lost Coin. 
§ 4.^ The Lost Son. 

i) The Son — a prodigal. 

2) The Son — a penitent. 

3) The elder brother. 

2) The Summary. The student will compare the following " summary " with the 
Scripture passage, with a view to criticism and improvement : When many pub- 
licans and sinners come to hear him he replies . to the objections of scribes and 
Pharisees by telling (i) of the lost sheep for which the shepherd left the rest of the 
flock until he found it and brought it home, and all were glad ; (2) of the lost 
coin for which the woman carefully hunted, and many rejoiced when she found 
it — so heaven rejoices over the recovery of lost sinners. Again he told (3) of the 
lost son, who took and spent his portion in revelry, and then, when in deepest want. 
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returned penitently to his father ., who received him with lave and rejoicing, to the 
anger of the elder brother whom his father sought to show how fitting it was to 
rejoice ever the recovery of a brother and a son from the dead. 

2. Observations upon the Material. 

241) 15 : I. This was a renewal of Galilean here they are likened to insignificant 

experiences, and was probably occasioned coins, and that too, lost, 
by the gracious suggestions of the pre- 248) 15 : 13-16. Jesus does not hesitate to indi- 

ceding chapter. cate by this picture the way the pub- 

243) 13:3. Jesus proceeded to defend himself licans and sinners have departed from the 

for the position which he took in relation way and word of God. He does not ex- 

to publicans and sinners. cuse their sin, but paints it in bright 

243) 15 : s. The shepherd here is represented colors. 

as having a tender, sympathetic interest 249) 15 : 17-24. The picture of the father's re- 
in the exhausted sheep. gard for the penitent son must have had 

244) 15 : 6. Jesus sought to win the sympathy great power with the publicans and sin- 

of the Pharisees and Scribes in his en- ners themselves in calling out repentance, 

deavor to help the publicans and sinners. hope and faith in Jesus and his teach- 

245) 15 : 7- It seems to be suggested that the ing.t 

recovery of an abandoned sinner is of 250) 15 : 22-24. It is because the son has been 

more importance in God 's sight than the recovered from a position where recovery 

righteous life of those who are reconciled could hardly be expected that the rejoic- 

with God.* ing is made over him, 

246) 15 : 8. Nothing more than a vivid picture 251) 15 : 25-32. The picture of the elder son is 

of the careful search of the woman seems intended to reveal to the Pharisees their 

to be conveyed by the details of this par- unkind attitude toward the abandoned 

able.t classes of the day, and, if possible, to 

247) 15 : 8, 9. As in the former parable the stir them to a more noble and worthy 

publicans and sinners are acknowledged sympathy with Jesus in his work on their 

to be mere sheep, and that too, lost, so behalf. 

3. Topics for Study. 

Jesus' Apology for his Relations with Publicans and Sinners. [Obs. 241-251] : 
(i) Consider again the occasion for the assembling o£ thesfe persons to Jesus. 
(2) Note the position that the Pharisees take, and compare a similar position in 

* He argues with His censors on the assumption that they are as good as they think themselves. 
He means to say that there is a sense in which a man may rationally rejoice more over the repent- 
ance of a notable sinner than over the righteousness of many men who have all their days lived 
in an exemplary manner, if not absolutely, yet comparatively, sinless. This greater joy over the 
penitent sinner needs no more explanation than the joy of the shepherd over the sheep which was 
lost. It is simply an illustration of the great law, according to which all human beings have pe- 
culiar joy over lost things found. Bruce, Parabolic Teaching, p. 273. 

It is utterly insufScient to say that this joy is occasioned by the getting back something that 
was lost. . . . Now, the shepherd, when he found the wanderer, did not bring it back to the old 
fold, or replace it with the rest of the flock, but apparently (ver. 6) brought it to his own home. 
This would seem to indicate that sinners whom Jesus has come to save, and whom he has saved, 
are placed in a better position than that from which they originally wandered. Put. Cam., II., 41. 

t Commentators, who indulge in spiritualizing interpretation, telflng us that the house is the 
Church ; and the woman the indwelling Spirit ; and the drachma, man with the image of God 
stamped upon him, but lying in the dust of sin and corruption ; the candle the Word of God held 
forth by the Church, and the sweeping the disturbance caused by the action of the Spirit in the 
individual and in society, making dust rise and fly about, and turning the world upside down. 
To our mind, however, this style of interpretation savors of frigidity. Bruce, p. 278. 

X Although the story was first told to self-righteous Pharisees— it must surely have passed from 
mouth to mouth among the publicans and sinners— it became the palladium of all troubled con- 
sciences, the patent of nobility for the debased and the outcast. IVeiss, II., p. 130. 
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the Galilean Ministry. (3) Study now the three parables, getting in mind a 
picture of each in its details. (4) Observe Jesus' conception of the condition 
of publicans and sinners, (a) they are " lost,"* (b) exhausted, foolish sinners — 
"sheep," (c) lost to God's use and value in God's world — "coins," t (d) profli- 
gate and wicked like the " son," (e) yet they are " sons " and are recoverable. 
(5) Consider whether the above conception of Jesus (a) to (d) may not be his 
acceptance of the Pharisaic idea of them for the sake of argument. (6) 
Note now Jesus' view of the situation, (a) to find the lost sheep and the lost 
coin, } (b) to show that the " lost son " will be welcomed to God's favor, that 
in heaven there is joy over repentant sinners, (c) to show the Pharisees that 
they ought to be glad, too, but that in reality they, with all their privileges, are 
selfish and unkind, (d) to draw the Pharisees over to his way of thinking about 
publicans and sinners, (e) to inspire the publicans and sinners with hope and 
desire of forgiveness and acceptance with God. 



4. Religious Teaching. 

The student may note the thoughts gathering about the Picture of God's Love: (i) out 
of His free grace He seeks lost sinners, (2) He regards degraded men as God's 
" lost sons " and welcomes them, when they repent, (3) the selfish exclusiveness 
of more favored " sons " is kindly but searchingly rebuked. 



STUDIES XXXV. AND XXXVI.— PARABLES OF DUTY AND WARN- 
ING. LUKE 16 : 1-17 : 10. 

Remark. — It is desirable that in beginning this "study" (1) the material of the 
preceding " study " be reviewed, and (2) the entire passage assigned be read 
over rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 



/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work ; (i) the 
verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way; (2) impor- 
tant or difiicult words and phrases are studied; (3) a complete statement of 
the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work already 
done ; (4) the religious teaching is sought.] 

§ I. Chapter 16 : 1-13. 

1. The student, after reading, may note the following subject : Parable of the unright- 
eotis Steward. 

* The state indicated .... is one from whicli recovery is possible. Bruce, Par. Teach., p. 293. 

t The value of the coin in the eyes of the possessor is the main point. ... A lost man is a blanls 
in His treasury. Riddle, p. 230. 

i Jesus, seeing the miserable plight of the lost sheep of the house of Israel, sought to be a Shep- 
lierd to them. Bruce, p. 266. 

The repentance of the meanest of mankind (lost coin), however insigniiicant in social position 
or degraded in character, calls forth a sympathetic thrill in the heart of God. Ibid., p. 278. 



